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He chided America for going
it alone in Iraq and warned
nationalist politicians not to
"abuse democratic terminology
as they try to ensure their clan
interests."
And he lqoked good
doing it. In daily media
footage Putin is usually
a gnm, gray, inscrutable apparatchik of few
words, a tamiliar Rus
sian character that
seems to inspire a mixhrre of reverence and
fear.
But he appeared
relaxed, engaged and
downright smooth Thursday
on TV as he juggled a slew of
statistics and dispensed czarlike largesse.
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That could help explain why,
although Putin has few if any
news conJerencesand muzzles
the media, he has a popularity
rating in the 70 percent to 80
percent range.
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