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Money taken in FBI sting a prank, lawyers say
They want charges against 2 sheriff’s employees dropped
By Mara H. Gottfried

and the same,” attorneys Paul
Engh and Kevin Short wrote in
a motion. “No loss occurred.
It was all a prank, not a We note, too, the ‘crime’ was
hatched by the FBI, a willing
crime.
That’s the argument of party, obviously, in placing the
lawyers for two Ramsey Coun- money in the hotel room under
ty sheriff’s office employees false pretense.”
The defense filed its motions
charged with stealing $6,000
last month, and the U.S. attorplanted by the FBI.
Deputy Timothy Rehak and ney’s office for Minnesota filed
Public Information Officer its response Wednesday. A
Mark Naylon may have com- hearing on the motions is
mitted ethical or policy viola- scheduled for Monday.
Naylon and Rehak, who was
tions, but they didn’t break the
law, attorneys say in motions a St. Paul police officer at the
to dismiss the charges. They time of the allegations, pleaded
also say the money was not guilty in March in federal
court in Minneapolis to eight
returned within four hours.
“We dispute the Govern- counts involving fraud, theft
ment’s contention that a theft and conspiracy.
According to the indictment:
and return of property are one
mgottfried@pioneerpress.com

In November 2004, the FBI
conducted an “integrity test,”
involving a bag with $13,500
planted in a St. Paul hotel
room. A person working with
the FBI contacted Rehak and
told him a drug trafficker had
been arrested and had left
money and drugs behind.
When Rehak, 47, and Naylon,
48, went to the hotel room,
Rehak gave Naylon $6,000,
which he pocketed. They summoned a sheriff’s deputy and
turned in the remaining $7,500.
Within hours, the pair
“became suspicious” that they
had been subjected to an
integrity test, the indictment
said. They phoned the deputy
and told him $6,000 had been
found.

The next day, Naylon and
Rehak turned in the rest of the
money to the deputy, who
changed the sheriff’s office’s
copy of the inventory to reflect
that $13,500 had been seized.
Assistant U.S. attorneys
Joseph Dixon and John Marti
wrote in their response to the
defense motion to dismiss
charges: “Defendants cannot
seriously contend that the
thief who steals government
property only to later change
his mind (even due to a change
of heart) and thereafter
returns the property, effectively turns back the clock, undoing his criminal conduct and
absolving himself of his prior
guilt.”
The prosecutors wrote that
Naylon and Rehak returned
the money “only after suspecting that they had been the sub-

ject of a sting.”
Whether the men knew they
were under surveillance is
another point of contention in
the defense motions.
“An indictment isn’t supposed to be a fake novel, a setting forth of speculation after
speculation, placing imaginary
thoughts in the defendants’
minds, assuming what they
must have believed. This one is
pulp,” Engh and Short wrote.
In a different motion, they
asked prosecutors to explain
why they thought Naylon and
Rehak knew they were the
subjects of a sting.
Another defense motion
asked the U.S. attorney’s office
for Minnesota to be disqualified from prosecuting the case.
In the motion, the attorneys
laid out the assistance Rehak
and Naylon have given federal

prosecutors over the years and
suggested the case could be
referred to the U.S. Department of Justice’s Public
Integrity Section for prosecution.
Prosecutors responded that
legal support to disqualify
their office is “nonexistent.”
The trial is set for July 14, but
a defense motion asks for a
continuance: “The Government has taken years to investigate and prepare for trial.”
Prosecutors responded that
the defense had “already
sought and received a significant, two-month continuance”
and “the two defendants also
enjoy the coordinated efforts
of three of Minnesota’s finest
and most zealous advocates.”
If there is a continuance, they
asked that it be “modest” and
that the trial be set for August.
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Neighbors tell library to pipe down

Boosters have had
their fill of Fillmore

Nighttime event permits at issue
By Mary Divine
mdivine@pioneerpress.com
Most of the time, it’s the
library that asks people to be
quiet. In Stillwater, it’s the
other way around.
After City Council members
last month approved a later
noise curfew for summer
events on the library’s terrace,
neighbors asked them to
reconsider, saying loud and
late receptions are anything
but bliss.
As a result, the council Tuesday night approved late curfews for events already booked
but stipulated that others
requesting the same variance
will have to come before the
council.
Library director Lynne
Bertalmio said organizers of
seven of the 13 events have
asked to go past the 10 p.m.
curfew.
Last month’s action — in
response to requests from two
brides — extended the noise
curfew to 11:30 p.m. for the

summer.
“We thought rather than
having every bride come
traipsing in before the City
Council to request the variance, we decided to give them
all a variance until the end of
the summer,” Mayor Ken
Harycki said.
“When the events go late, it
isn’t any fun for anybody in the
neighborhood,” said Jerry
Helmberger, who lives next
door to the library. “10 o’clock
is late enough.”
Library officials said rental
revenue is expected to become
an important part of the
library’s budget.
Ten private events were held
at the library last summer —
the first full wedding season
after an $11.8 million remodeling project was completed in
fall 2006. Those 10 events,
including weddings, birthday
parties and anniversary parties, generated about $10,000 in
revenue.
The library expects to make
$30,000 on rentals this year.

The basic rental fee for the terrace, which offers a stunning
view of the St. Croix River, is
$550 for four hours, Bertalmio
said.
The City Council will revisit
the noise ordinance in the fall,
Harycki said.
Library staff also will explore
ways to redirect noise away
from residents, Bertalmio said.
“We would like to send the
sound south where there is a
church, the water department, another church and the
post office,” she said. “We’d
like to try testing some things
out.”
Community Development
Director Bill Turnblad said he
is hopeful that the library staff
will be able to “come up with a
solution that will make both
the users of the patio and the
neighbors happy.”
“Still, I think it’s more a
worry about what could be
than what is,” he said.
Rachel Peterson, who lives in
New York, is one of the brides
who sought the extension. Her
fiance, Tolga Tosun, lives in
Turkey, and many of the couple’s 200-plus guests will be

traveling great distances to
celebrate Aug. 8, she said.
“I’m not home visiting often,
and it is a reception, and we
are going to be dancing,” she
said. “And so for the out-oftown guests and for those who
have traveled far, including my
fiance, we wanted to go a little
longer.”
She said she picked the
library’s terrace because she
wanted to get married outside
and because of the stunning
views of her hometown.
“Growing up in Stillwater
and being able to look over the
town, it seems right,” she said.
“It will be nice to have it all
where I started.”
Bertalmio said she doubts
Peterson and Tosun’s wedding
reception and the other scheduled events will cause too
many problems.
“Most of our requests for
sound past 10 p.m. are for Saturday nights, and I don’t think
Stillwater is very quiet on Saturday nights in the summertime,” she said.
Mary Divine can be reached at
651-228-5443.
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12 vie for open City Council seat

Deputy accused
of driving drunk

Appointee will finish Kough’s term
By Elizabeth Mohr
emohr@pioneerpress.com
A call for applicants to fill a
vacant Roseville City Council
seat garnered a surprising
turnout.
Among the dozen applicants
are several city commission
members, a former council
member and controversial former Mayor John Kysylyczyn.
The council announced the
long list of contenders Thursday. A series of 10-minute
interviews will be held Monday, with an appointment
expected May 19. The new
council member will serve
until the end of December to
fill the remainder of the term
for Tom Kough, who died in
March.
Kysylyczyn, who called
Kough a “very good friend,”
was Roseville mayor from 2000
to 2004. During his term, he
was known for frequently
sparring with other city officials. He lost a bid for the City
Council in 2003 and has
remained a frequent and vocal
critic of some city staff and
council members since leaving
office. He is now a stay-athome dad and runs a political
consulting firm.
He was back in the headlines
last summer when he ran for
the Roseville school board,
announcing he had no intention of serving but was trying
to draw attention to the issue
of odd-year election primaries.
Kysylyczyn, 36, said Thursday that he’s interested in
being a “caretaker” of Kough’s
term. He does not intend to
run for election this fall.
“I think the most important
point is that the person who is
selected is somebody we know
Tom (Kough) would have supported,” Kysylyczyn said.
“This is more than just a regular appointment. You are carrying on his work.”

Ex-Mayor
John Kysylyczyn said he
wants to be a
“caretaker”
of Kough’s
term.

year resident and sales and
leasing consultant for a local
car dealership; Jody WardRannow, a one-year resident
and associate attorney at Ford
& Harrison law firm; and Kristine Williams, a three-year resident who works for Erin Inc.
in accounts payable.
The council is looking for
someone familiar with city
issues, who has volunteering
or public service experience
and who will bring “a different
perspective to the council,”
Mayor Craig Klausing said
Thursday.
The number of applicants
was higher than expected but
a welcome surprise, Klausing
said.
“I see one of my duties as
mayor as recruiting others to
get involved,” he said. “There’s
only one spot, and obviously
we have 12 applicants, but I
hope that shows a certain level
of interest.”
If Monday’s 10-minute sessions aren’t adequate time
with each candidate, the council will consider a second
round of interviews, Klausing
said.

Other applicants include
Dean Maschka, a four-term
City Council veteran and
member of the Housing and
Redevelopment
Authority;
Karen Schaffer, who made an
unsuccessful bid for the council in 2006 and currently sits on
the comprehensive plan steering committee; Bob Venters, a
human rights commission
member who ran for City
Council in 2005; and parks and
recreation commission members Jeff Johnson, Gale Pederson (who ran for City Council
in 2005) and Robert Willmus.
Also in the running are:
Michael Hermes, a 57-year resident, Realtor and former
member of several city commissions; Jessica Immerman,
a victims’ advocate with the
Hennepin County attorney’s
office who recently moved to Elizabeth Mohr can be reached at
Roseville; Jeffry Lervik, a 10- 651-228-5162.

A veteran St. Croix County
sheriff’s officer is on paid
administrative leave after
being cited over the weekend for drunken driving
while behind the wheel of a
county vehicle.
Patrol Capt. Mike Winberg, 36, was arrested on
suspicion of operating while
intoxicated about 10:30 p.m.
Sunday in northeastern
Wisconsin, St. Croix County
Sheriff Dennis Hillstead said
Thursday.
Winberg was stopped on
his way to a weeklong law
enforcement management
training session.
He will remain on administrative leave while the incident is investigated.
— Kevin Harter

Annual dinner looks to change name
By Alex Friedrich
afriedrich@pioneerpress.com

years before.
As part of the original 1854
excursion, Fillmore, who was
president from 1850 to 1853,
led a group of 1,200 people up
the river to St. Paul. The
steamboat trip from the Quad
Cities attracted investment
and settlers to the area, and
the Riverfront Corp.’s Web
site now calls it “a blockbuster event that catapulted
the upper Mississippi and
Saint Paul into mainstream
America.”
The 2004 re-enactment, the
Web site boasts, “produced
similar benefits by driving
redevelopment projects in
Saint Paul and around the
region, while reintroducing
the world to the river that
makes Saint Paul great.”
Well, that was then.
The re-enactment was four
years ago, and these days,
Seeb said, “People have this
quizzical look when we bring
up Millard Fillmore.”
So the Riverfront Corp.
folks have hired a consultant
and begun brainstorming.
Seeb said, “We’re asking,
‘What is the value of this dinner? Why is it the most successful, best-attended dinner
in the city? What was it that
people valued at the dinner?’ ”
They’re not sure yet
whether they’ll name the dinner after another figure, a
thing or a general theme. But
Seeb said they hope to have
an answer by August.
On Thursday evening, some
pre-dinner minglers had their
own ideas, with most suggesting a river or town hall
theme.
Mayor Chris Coleman jokingly suggested naming it
“after another failed presidency.”
But public-relations consultant Ted Davis said, “I
think the Millard Fillmore
Dinner worked. It was goofy.
I’m sad to see it go.”

Millard Fillmore is so outta
here.
The former U.S. president
served his purpose for 14
years as namesake of St.
Paul’s annual town dinner.
But now, the dinner’s host is
showing him the door.
They realize the 13th president is not exactly an A-lister.
And whatever symbolic connection he had with St. Paul’s
progress peaked about four
years ago.
So the sponsor of the Millard Fillmore Dinner, the St.
Paul Riverfront Corp., is trying to come up with another
name.
President Fillmore “might
be a little obsolete now and
not reflective of our purpose,”
said the corporation’s executive director, Patrick Seeb.
The dinner is arguably the
civic highlight of the year. It
attracts about 1,200 local
executives,
politicians,
activists and community
leaders to eat, drink and network.
The 2008 gathering was held
Thursday night at the St. Paul
RiverCentre’s Grand Ballroom.
Seeb said the dinner is a
way to look back on civic and
economic accomplishments,
anticipate new opportunities
and generally celebrate the
river.
“It’s sort of the spring pep
rally in St. Paul,” he said. “It’s
a chance once a year to see all
the important people you
want to connect with.”
Fillmore got his foot in the
door with the Riverfront
folks when they named the
first dinner after him back in
1995.
At the time, the city was trying to generate interest in a
project called Grand Excursion 2004, a re-enactment of
the Mississippi River’s Grand
Excursion that had boosted Alex Friedrich can be reached at
the fortunes of St. Paul 150 651-228-2109.

